
Frequently Asked Questions on the Disaffiliation Discussion

Why has Hope Church decided to pursue disaffiliation from the United Methodist 
Church?  
 
There are irreconcilable theological differences between Hope Church and the structure
of the UMC. Within the UMC, we see a denomination becoming increasingly accepting 
of clergy, including bishops, who denigrate the authority of Scripture and deny the 
Divinity and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, along with many other key tenets of the faith. 
Understandably, these theological disagreements have led to tremendous decline and 
dysfunction in our denomination.
 
The UMC has become ungovernable. The Book of Discipline is the United Methodist 
covenant that describes the theology and beliefs of the denomination. Our congregation
has long been committed to supporting the doctrine, governance and practices as 
described in the Book of Discipline and remains so to this day. Unfortunately, many 
clergy and pastors throughout the denomination not only disagree with some of the 
principles and theology of The United Methodist Church, but they have also acted 
openly and directly against those principles. One symptom of this defiance is the 
Bishops’ lack of enforcement of the Discipline regarding human sexuality - same sex 
marriage and ordination of openly gay pastors. Though there are processes for 
accountability within The Book of Discipline, there have been few, if any, consequences 
for breaching the covenants.  The result is that our denomination has not been 
governed according to the mutual covenant that binds us.
 
The UMC has departed from its own mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. It has become more focused on revising historic Christian 
teachings and pursuing worldview and political issues without preaching a Gospel that 
says we are all sinners and in need of the grace of Jesus Christ in our life.
 
The divisiveness is only getting stronger. The General Conference of the UMC has not 
been able to address this conflict. We believe it is our moral and ethical responsibility to 
separate from the UMC at this time.
 
 
Why is Hope Church pursuing disaffiliation now?
 
Lay leadership has spent a significant amount of time debating this disaffiliation off and 
on since 2008.  Everyone hoped the matter would be settled in St. Louis in 2019 at 
General Conference. Then we hoped it would all be solved in May of 2020 at General 
Conference. The May 2020 General Conference has now been postponed all the way to
Summer of 2024!
 
Unless a church takes the disaffiliation steps, as outlined in the Book of Discipline 2553,
it cannot leave until after the 2024 General Conference approves and the Protocol or 
something like it is adopted. There is very little guarantee that anything will be solved 



when the next General Conference takes place. When the 2024 General Conference 
occurs, there is no guarantee that the Protocol will be adopted nor is there is guarantee 
that the Judicial Council will uphold the Protocol if it passes. Being proactive is our best 
response at this point.
 
There are numerous like-minded churches in the West Ohio Conference that have also 
begun the disaffiliation process and we believe that there is a small window of time to 
act before paragraph 2553 expires and we no longer have a fair way to leave the United
Methodist Church.  Paragraph 2553 was added to the Book of Discipline during the 
2019 special conference to give churches an opportunity to disaffiliate if they took 
issues with the legislature regarding human sexuality.  At the end of the disaffiliation 
process we would no longer be a United Methodist Church.
 
 
Will we retain our buildings/campus and property?
 
 Yes, Hope will retain our church building and we will no longer be bound by the UMC 
Trust Clause. 
 
Will church staff be impacted by the disaffiliation?
 
Upon completion of disaffiliation, our clergy will be asked to surrender their credentials 
as UMC clergy, and they will seek licensing and credentials either through a new 
denomination or through another licensing organization.
 
Do our pastors support this decision?
 
Yes, our pastors support this decision and believe it is in Hope’s best interests. 
 
Will the pastoral or governance leadership change?
 
Hope’s disaffiliation will not result in leadership changes. Our entire staff, including all 
pastors, will remain in place, as will our lay-led governance committees. Nothing will 
change about how our church is led and governed. 
 
What does the process of disaffiliation look like?
 
Disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church is both a legal and ecclesiastical 
process. Legally, Hope will adopt bylaws, a statement of faith and other documents to 
ensure our legal standing as an independent church. Simply put, we will no longer be a 
United Methodist Church.
 
We will be working through Paragraph 2553 with the West Ohio UMC District 
Superintendent to achieve our ecclesiastical split with the United Methodist Church.  
This will involve a member only vote at a specially convened church conference and 
then an approval process at a specially called General Conference on November 19, 



2022.  Once that is approved then our disaffiliation will be complete.
 
View our statement of faith under “What we believe” on the website. 

How much will it cost us to leave?
 
Per Paragraph 2553 a disaffiliating church is required to pay a disaffiliation fee based on
our paid and unpaid apportionments.   Our current estimate from the DS is that this 
figure will be about $215000. Our current estimate of our building and land is between 
$3-5 million so the exit payment is a fair return.
 
What changes can we expect to see during and after the disaffiliation?
 
Our church will continue to stay focused on our mission of making disciples for Jesus.  
This will not change how we do worship, how we do discipleship, how we do missions 
and outreach or the leadership structure for how we are governed. Hope will continue to
be Hope.  Sunday Worship will continue to be Spirit filled worship and strong expository 
preaching. Some churches have indicated that after disaffiliation that they have seen a 
revival in church attendance and congregation involvement. We really believe that our 
church can grow without the disorder and inconsistency that is seen in the United 
Methodist Church.
 
Will Hope Church affiliate with another denomination?
  
The short answer is that we do not know where or when or if we might affiliate with 
another denomination. Hope has always been a connectional church, and we intend to 
remain that way. Recently, our sole focus has been to protect the ministry, assets and 
essence of Hope and to prepare us for disaffiliation. Our attention will now turn toward 
discerning the best place for us to affiliate. 
 
How will the new church be financed now and in the future?
 
Hope has always been and will continue to be financed by our church body’s 
contributions to the general operating budget. In 2022, the Annual Conference asked us
to pay $5200 in apportionments. We receive no financial assistance from the UMC and 
see little evidence of our apportionments fulfilling our mission. This change may open 
new opportunities for partnerships with groups that provide outreach and support both 
locally and globally.
 
Who are the members of the leadership team and the affiliation team?
 
Leadership Team:
Clay Hendrixson, Chair, Pam Griffith, Bill Ewry, and Kara Hitchens. 
 
Affiliation Team:
John Ward, Chair, Clay Hendrixson, Vicki Thompson, Judy Merker, Pam Griffith, Earl 
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McClure, Steve Miller, Jason Bunger, Tori Smith, Bill Ewry, Greg Trosper.
 
 During this time, what can a Hope congregant do?
 
Please pray for our church, pray for our leadership and pray for our conference 
leadership. Please keep a calm non-anxious presence and know that God is in control 
and God will continue to provide for Hope as He always has. Please set up a meeting 
with one of our pastors if you have questions and concerns. Please continue to serve 
your church with your prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.
 
We understand this is a lot of information and if you would like more details or if you still 
have questions, please submit via email to the church office, or John Ward.

Added August 11, 2022

If after Hope completes disaffiliation and we want to remain a United Methodist 
what do we do?

Contact either Pastor Tori or Pastor Jason directly or via the church office and they will 
sit down with you and discuss local United Methodist Church and where you might best 
fit in. They will then contact that church if you want them to and have them invite you to 
their church.

Do I have a say in Hope Church's disaffiliation or is it all a leadership decision?

Hope Church is entering into a discernment process whereby we will have a series of 
Question and Answer sessions and Information Meetings.  At that time you will have 
opportunities to ask questions and to voice your opinion.  At the end of this process, we 
will have a Church Conference whereby each present member will have a chance to 
vote either for disaffiliation or against disaffiliation. It will take a 2/3 or better yes vote for 
us to disaffiliate.  We encourage you to attend these meetings, talk to your pastors, talk 
to a disaffiliation team member, or submit a written question.  You will receive a written 
response promptly.

Added August 14 Q&A Session

 

What are the benefits of being affiliated with an organization vs being 
independent?

Hope’s Affiliation Team has a sub-team (Vicki Thompson, Larry Stroble, Judy Merker) 
that is currently evaluating the myriad ways that Hope Church could be configured if it 
becomes disaffiliated from the United Methodist Church. There are benefits to being 
part of an organization (connectionalism, assistance in training, global reach, etc.) and 
there are benefits to being independent (not tied to an organization that could shift in its 
theology, not tied to an organization and its reputation, and not being perceived as 
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being too churchy by the public, no apportionments). All of the options need to be 
properly evaluated and then choices can be presented to the congregation.  There will 
be no final decision on our affiliation or lack of affiliation without input and a decision by 
the congregation.

 

How much would be paid each year to an organization? 

That would be determined by the path that Hope Church takes. The United Methodist 
Church currently asks about 15% of the church expenses for apportionments.

 

Do we pay to be independent? 

If a church is independent there would be no payments but there could be added 
expenses for possible training or pastoral searches.

 

Will Hope Church be a non-denominational church? 

This is currently being evaluated and results will be forthcoming.

 

What is involved in the process to end affiliation and what will be the result? 

Here is a simplified version of the steps:

 

 Leadership Team decides to start the process to end the affiliation 
 UMC District Superintendent notified in writing. 
 Congregation notified in writing at the same time. 
 A period of discernment is followed - presentations, Q&A sessions, written 

communication, prayer, individual consultation if requested 
 A Church Conference is called whereby all present members (18 years old and 

over) can vote 
 If ⅔ majority vote yes to end the affiliation, then the proposal carries 
 Nov. 19 Special Annual Conference (UMC) will review and approve churches in 

the West Ohio Conference seeking to end the affiliation.
 Team will finish and file all legal documents with the State of Ohio.
 At an established date (end of Nov. or end of Dec.) UMC will sign off on trust 

clause and other paperwork and Hope Church will no longer be affiliated with the 
United Methodist Church.

This is a Church (members) decision and must have 2/3 of its voting members 
agree to end affiliation with The United Methodist Church. We believe this 
disaffiliation is in God’s will and is the best decision for Hope Church.



What does the church look like after ending affiliation?

Hope Church will no longer be part of the United Methodist Church denomination. There
will be no changes in how we worship, what we believe in, how we govern.  We will be 
able to attract people that are looking for a church that believes in authentic bible 
teaching, the concept of sin, redemption, and forgiveness, the divinity of Jesus Christ. 
The good thing is that Hope Church will not have to worry about being affiliated with an 
organization that could continue its drift away from these biblical truth, that they could 
switch our pastor to one that does not believe as we do, and that could even invoke the 
trust clause and seize our property.
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