
My Heart Breaks
By Pastor Tori Smith-Powers 

My heart is broken over what is happening in the United Methodist Church. Please 
don’t misunderstand - I am not heartbroken on what Hope is doing or the choices that 
Hope is making. 

My heart is broken over what is happening in the United Methodist Church on the 
whole. Like some of you, not all but some of you, I was raised a Christian, but we 
happened to be under a Methodist denomination. In fact, I was Methodist before the 
merger in 1968 and then we became United Methodist. A couple of weeks ago, in the 
sermon I showed you a picture of my grandfather dedicating me – He was a Methodist 
pastor. 

Then, in 1968, when I was 10. I remember at least one big discussion where Grandpa 
gathered all his children and their spouses, and I got to sit at the table with them and 
listen to grandpa tell us what was happening with the merger between the Methodist 
and the EUBs – which is the birth of the UMC. 

So let me do some math for you - if you are older than 54 years old, you have not been 
UMC all your life. You were either, Methodist, EUB or something other altogether. 
Throughout the history of Methodism, we have seen merging and splitting all along. 

The mergers and splits have often been about course corrections bringing back into line 
a remnant group that have been faithful to the call of Christ. 

Today, we are not talking about a merger, we are talking about a split. And the stakes 
are higher than ever because what is at risk today is the unchangeable foundational 
beliefs that make us distinctly Christian. 

If you listen to the news, or the propaganda that has been circulating for several years 
you might think that what is happening is all over human sexuality – and from that you 
might draw the conclusion that we want to shun or keep out all those who are different 
from the traditional understanding of male and female and the relationship between 
them. 

While we do embrace the biblical understandings of human sexuality, meaning a 
heterosexual marriage between one man and one woman, and only two genders – male 
and female, we also embrace and welcome all. 

We understand that together we struggle with our sin and grow to live out what it 
means to live in line with the character, holiness and will of Christ who died for us. 
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We know that many of us are touched by what’s happening in the culture around this 
issue of human sexuality. In my own life many of you know that I have a 1 niece that is 
in the process of transgendering. There is no place I would rather she be than in a 
strong Christian church, like Hope where she could be affirmed with the love of Christ, 
hear the good news of Jesus Christ’s healing grace and find deliverance for her life. 

So, while we recognize the struggle that is in our midst concerning human sexuality, we 
also recognize there is a more critical issue in this pending split and that critical issue is 
twofold - the nature of Christ and the place of the Holy Scriptures. 

Both are being attacked because they lead us to truth and set Christians apart from 
every other faith expression. They have always been attacked from outside of the 
Christian faith. But now we are seeing a targeted attack from within the UMC. 

From the denomination many of us grew up in and trusted we are now seeing a falling 
away from the very core of what makes us Christians, followers of Christ. Please hear, 
not everyone is falling away, but we are seeing things changing. 

Let me give you three examples of what I am talking about. The first two come from 
Greg Stover who was with us a couple of weeks ago and spoke about what has been 
happening to lead us to this point. 

⦁ Joseph Sprague, is a bishop from our very own West Ohio Annual conference. As 
a young pastor I remember when he was elected as a Bishop. We were pretty 
excited about a pastor from the West Ohio Conference becoming a bishop. But 
something happened along the way and he ended up stating that “the Virgin 
Birth is Idolatry; Jesus did not possess supernatural powers; Miracle stories are 
myths (including resurrection).” 

Those statements strike at the very heart of what Christianity is all about. We 
need someone who is different than us to save us. 

Not one of us can do the spiritual work of becoming an eternal sacrifice that 
deals with our sin. Jesus has to be something more than us – which of course we 
know he was – he was the son of God who emptied Himself and took on the 
nature of a man in order to do the work of the eternal sacrifice that makes it 
possible for us to get to heaven. 

So, do you hear how devastating Sprague’s lie is? It strikes at the heart of what 
Christianity is all about. 

⦁ Another example - Rev. David M. Felten from Arizona who boldly said “The 
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notions of biblical inerrancy and the need to be born again create all kinds of 
discord and conflict in society. And keeps the whole church trapped in a 
quagmire of outdated fantasies … Original sin has got to go.” 

Well Christianity isn’t the one creating discord and conflict. Sin does that. 
Christianity just points out the devastation of sin while at the same time, offers 
us the solution. But there can’t be a solution if there is no problem. 

Felten wants to say there is no problem. Yet we all know there is, we live in the 
problem, we experience the struggle with our sin. We know what we shouldn’t 
do, but we do it. What we should do, we fail to do it. Our pain from the conflict 
is real and we have no solutions on our own. 

Only Christ has the solutions we need. And scripture points us in the right 
direction. So, to do away with biblical authority is to do away with the only 
solution we have for our messed up lives. 

⦁ One more from my own experience from almost 40 years ago. I went to two 
different seminaries. One was a great evangelical seminary in Kentucky. My 
theology fit perfectly with that seminary. But by the end of my first year there I 
realized two things were happening. 

First, with my extreme bent toward introversion, I knew I wasn’t going to know 
anyone within my conference. 

Second, because my theology, my belief system was in line with what they were 
teaching, I realized I was only learning to talk to people who were like me in 
beliefs. 

So I switched seminaries and went to the other extreme, a seminary here in our 
West Ohio conference where I would learn the language of the other side and 
get to know some people who I would see on the conference floor. The move 
challenged me in ways I would never have imagined. 

For the remainder of my seminary experience I did learn how to hear the other 
side, but I also learned how to defend my convictions as an evangelical, 
conservative biblical Christian. 

Instead of becoming less relevant, the bible became more true and more 
relevant. Instead of tearing apart the nature and mission of Jesus Christ. I saw an 
even greater truth of how our King of Kings was critical in our salvation, without 
Him, we are nothing. 

3



And yet – I would overhear conversations in the dorm with students perverting 
the virgin birth and denying the authority of scripture. I remember thinking in 
my naive way as I walked past them, rolling my eyes and shaking my head at 
them, that those students would never make it through the process, certainly 
someone would stop them from becoming pastors. But today we see that 
Satan’s lies that have been brewing for decades even millennia are taking its tole 
in the UMC 

So, my heart is breaking over what is happening in a denomination that I have 
loved and invested my whole life in. Yet what I want to say to you is that I 
believe Hope is doing the right thing in pursuing disaffiliation with the UMC. 

You have probably heard this disaffiliation being compared to a divorce. At this 
point, the marriage between Hope and the UMC is a bond that is unequally 
yoked. 

Hope is a conservative, evangelical church that loves scripture. That’s why you 
love Pastor Jason’s sermons. That’s why so many of you have done Disciple 3 
Bible study or BSF, or are currently in Pastor Larry’s Sunday School class, that’s 
why so many of you seek out bible studies, you are hungry to know what the 
scriptures say because in them you know you will find truth. 

And the truth tells us about Jesus Christ, son of God and son of Man, who was 
born of the virgin, lived, died on the cross for our sin and rose from the grave 
proclaiming the power and victory of God over life and death and who is now 
sitting at the right hand of God where he intercedes for us at all times. 

I want to say one more thing – if you vote to leave the UMC, the changes you 
will see happening on Sunday morning and during most of the life of the church 
are going to be miniscule because many of you didn’t pay attention or realize 
what it has meant to be in connectional with the UMC overall. 

What Pastor Jason, Carrie, Sara, Pastor Larry, and our Leadership team are 
committed to is that Hope will continue to be a family of faith committed to 
absolute trust and faith in Jesus and reliance on the inerrant scripture that 
reveals to us the authoritative word of God. 

So, I want you to consider those in your church family. They are the ones who 
love you and know you. They are the ones who will stand with you, who will do 
life with you. Pray for one another, love one another and covenant to stay 
together. Out of the ashes of what we once knew, God will raise new life with 
His blessing because we are seeking to stay in line with Him. 

4


